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On April 5, 2023, Carl C. Icahn and his affiliates issued a statement regarding Illumina, Inc., a copy of which is filed herewith as Exhibit 1.

SECURITY HOLDERS ARE ADVISED TO READ THE PROXY STATEMENT AND OTHER DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE SOLICITATION OF
PROXIES BY CARL C. ICAHN AND HIS AFFILIATES FROM THE STOCKHOLDERS OF ILLUMINA, INC. FOR USE AT ITS 2023 ANNUAL
MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS WHEN THEY BECOME AVAILABLE BECAUSE THEY WILL CONTAIN IMPORTANT INFORMATION,
INCLUDING INFORMATION RELATING TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN SUCH PROXY SOLICITATION. WHEN COMPLETED, A DEFINITIVE PROXY
STATEMENT AND A FORM OF PROXY WILL BE MAILED TO STOCKHOLDERS OF ILLUMINA, INC. AND WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE AT NO
CHARGE AT THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION’S WEBSITE AT HTTP://WWW.SEC.GOV. INFORMATION RELATING TO THE
PARTICIPANTS IN SUCH PROXY SOLICITATION IS CONTAINED IN THE SCHEDULE 14A FILED BY CARL C. ICAHN AND HIS AFFILIATES
WITH THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION ON MARCH 13, 2023. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE DISCLOSED IN THE SCHEDULE 14A,
THE PARTICIPANTS HAVE NO INTEREST IN ILLUMINA.

 

   



 
 

Carl C. Icahn Issues Open Letter to
Shareholders of Illumina, Inc.

 
Sunny Isles Beach, Florida, April 5, 2023 -- Today, Carl C. Icahn released the following open letter to the shareholders of Illumina, Inc. (NASDAQ:

ILMN).
 
 

______________________________________
 
 
 
 
Investor Contacts:

HKL & Co., LLC
Peter Harkins / Jordan Kovler
(212) 468-5390 / (212) 468-5384
pharkins@hklco.com / jkovler@hklco.com
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CARL C. ICAHN

16690 Collins Avenue, Suite PH-1
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160

 
 

April 5, 2023
 

Dear Fellow Illumina Shareholders:
 
We are not surprised by Monday’s events. First, the FTC has joined the EU by deciding to block and force the unwind of Illumina’s acquisition of GRAIL.
Second, Illumina’s directors and CEO Francis deSouza have decided to continue their long history of appealing (and appealing again) in the hope of one day, at
great expense, winning an almost impossible battle. Our major concern as a large shareholder is that this multi-year battle will consume hordes of cash and go
on for years, luxuries that Illumina does not have. Even in the best case for Mr. deSouza, the ability to own GRAIL will be a pyrrhic victory, as the core
business deteriorates, and customers defect to rival sequencing platforms.
 
In the last few years, CEO Francis deSouza has allowed our potentially great company to deteriorate. He has forced out many of Illumina’s talented employees.
He has handpicked members of his board, who he believed would blindly follow him and overlook the fact that he knew very little about the genetics industry,
while removing those who were a threat to his longevity. Illumina’s revenue growth has deteriorated a staggering 90% during his tenure at the company. His
shareholder-funded GRAIL adventure is a desperate “Hail Mary” power grab to attempt to reverse the declining fortunes of Illumina. It is his second major
M&A failure since he has led Illumina. Not only has this folly cost the shareholders $50 billion in value but it should be realized that Illumina does not have the
financial wherewithal to continue this fight. Do not be fooled when Mr. deSouza says that this will be a short battle. We believe the board of directors should
dismiss Mr. deSouza immediately and bring back Jay Flatley (or someone else on his level) as CEO. And most importantly, for the sake of both Illumina and
GRAIL, these companies should be separated immediately to protect the long term growth prospects and viability of each entity.
 
 

Sincerely yours,
 
 

Carl C. Icahn
 
 

______________________________________
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Additional Information and Where to Find It;

Participants in the Solicitation and Notice to Investors
 
SECURITY HOLDERS ARE ADVISED TO READ THE PROXY STATEMENT AND OTHER DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE SOLICITATION OF
PROXIES BY CARL C. ICAHN AND HIS AFFILIATES FROM THE SHAREHOLDERS OF ILLUMINA, INC. (“ILLUMINA”) FOR USE AT ITS 2023
ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS WHEN THEY BECOME AVAILABLE BECAUSE THEY WILL CONTAIN IMPORTANT INFORMATION,
INCLUDING INFORMATION RELATING TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN SUCH PROXY SOLICITATION. WHEN COMPLETED, A DEFINITIVE PROXY
STATEMENT AND A FORM OF PROXY WILL BE MAILED TO SHAREHOLDERS OF ILLUMINA AND WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE AT NO
CHARGE AT THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION’S WEBSITE AT HTTP://WWW.SEC.GOV. INFORMATION RELATING TO THE
PARTICIPANTS IN SUCH PROXY SOLICITATION IS CONTAINED IN THE SCHEDULE 14A FILED BY ICAHN PARTNERS LP AND ITS
AFFILIATES WITH THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION ON MARCH 13, 2023. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE DISCLOSED IN THE
SCHEDULE 14A, THE PARTICIPANTS HAVE NO INTEREST IN ILLUMINA.
 

Other Important Disclosure Information
 
SPECIAL NOTE REGARDING THIS COMMUNICATION:
 
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT A RECOMMENDATION, AN OFFER TO PURCHASE OR A
SOLICITATION OF AN OFFER TO SELL SHARES.
 
THIS COMMUNICATION CONTAINS OUR CURRENT VIEWS ON THE VALUE OF ILLUMINA SECURITIES AND CERTAIN ACTIONS
THAT ILLUMINA’S BOARD MAY TAKE TO ENHANCE THE VALUE OF ITS SECURITIES. OUR VIEWS ARE BASED ON OUR OWN ANALYSIS OF
PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INFORMATION AND ASSUMPTIONS WE BELIEVE TO BE REASONABLE. THERE CAN BE NO ASSURANCE THAT THE
INFORMATION WE CONSIDERED AND ANALYZED IS ACCURATE OR COMPLETE. SIMILARLY, THERE CAN BE NO ASSURANCE THAT OUR
ASSUMPTIONS ARE CORRECT. ILLUMINA’S PERFORMANCE AND RESULTS MAY DIFFER MATERIALLY FROM OUR ASSUMPTIONS AND
ANALYSIS.
 
WE HAVE NOT SOUGHT, NOR HAVE WE RECEIVED, PERMISSION FROM ANY THIRD-PARTY TO INCLUDE THEIR INFORMATION IN THIS
COMMUNICATION. ANY SUCH INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE VIEWED AS INDICATING THE SUPPORT OF SUCH THIRD PARTY FOR THE
VIEWS EXPRESSED HEREIN.
 
OUR VIEWS AND OUR HOLDINGS COULD CHANGE AT ANY TIME. WE MAY SELL ANY OR ALL OF OUR HOLDINGS OR INCREASE OUR
HOLDINGS BY PURCHASING ADDITIONAL SECURITIES. WE MAY TAKE ANY OF THESE OR OTHER ACTIONS
REGARDING ILLUMINA WITHOUT UPDATING THIS COMMUNICATION OR

 3  



 

PROVIDING ANY NOTICE WHATSOEVER OF ANY SUCH CHANGES (EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE REQUIRED BY LAW).
 
FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS:
 
Certain statements contained in this communication are forward-looking statements including, but not limited to, statements that are predications of or indicate
future events, trends, plans or objectives. Undue reliance should not be placed on such statements because, by their nature, they are subject to known and
unknown risks and uncertainties. Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance or activities and are subject to many risks and
uncertainties. Due to such risks and uncertainties, actual events or results or actual performance may differ materially from those reflected or contemplated in
such forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements can be identified by the use of the future tense or other forward-looking words such as “believe,”
“expect,” “anticipate,” “intend,” “plan,” “estimate,” “should,” “may,” “will,” “objective,” “projection,” “forecast,” “management believes,” “continue,”
“strategy,” “position” or the negative of those terms or other variations of them or by comparable terminology.
 
Important factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from the expectations set forth in this communication include, among other things, the
factors identified in Illumina’s public filings. Such forward-looking statements should therefore be construed in light of such factors, and we are under no
obligation, and expressly disclaim any intention or obligation, to update or revise any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information,
future events or otherwise, except as required by law.
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