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ITEM 5 OTHER EVENTS.

On February 26, 1999, TravelCenters of America, isgued a news release, a copy of which is fil@ith as Exhibit 99.1.
ITEM 7. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, PRO FORMA FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND EXHIBITS.

(c) Exhibits.

99.1 News release dated February 26, 1999.
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EXHIBIT 99.1
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Michael O'Connor John M. Holahan Travel@es of America Travel Ports of America 440-808-3046-272-1810
TRAVELCENTERS OF AMERICA ANNOUNCES
AGREEMENT TO ACQUIRE TRAVEL PORTS OF AMERICA

WESTLAKE, Ohio, February 26, 1999 --- TravelCentef#\merica (TA) and Travel Ports of America todaynounced the execution of a
merger agreement by TA to acquire Travel PortsmoiAica (Nasdaq: TPOA) through the acquisition fmstcof all outstanding shares of
Travel Ports for $4.30 per share, except as dextiielow. This represents a 32.3 percent premiufnaweel Ports closing share price
February 25, 1999, of $3.25.

Under the terms of the merger agreement, unanimaygroved by both company boards, TA will pay ggragate of approximately $40.5
million in cash as consideration for the sale bbatstanding shares of Travel Ports. The transadt expected to be completed during the
second quarter of this year, subject to regulaamiy shareholder approvals, as well as the saiisfact selective due diligence matters and
other customary closing conditions. In connectidtih\the merger agreement, certain shareholdersfibeily owning, in the aggregate,
approximately 36 percent of the outstanding comstares of Travel Ports have agreed to vote aliaif shares for the approval of the
transaction at the Travel Ports shareholder medtifig held to consider the merger proposal.

- more-



In addition, TA has entered into an agreement Witvel Ports Chairman and CEO E. Philip Saundersyaunt to which he will exchange
approximately 653,000 common shares of Travel Rort$A shares in an amount equal to between twbthree percent of the outstanding
TA voting shares. The share exchange will takeglaanediately prior to the consummation of the reerg

The acquisition by TA of Travel Ports, a regionatwork of 16 travel centers located primarily il tortheast, will expand the TA network
to 162 locations in 40 states coast-to-coast, aatile TA to provide more comprehensive serviceucking companies in the northeastern
United States. Late last year, TA completed theisdtipn of Burns Bros. Travel Stops, which incldder Burns Bros. facilities located
primarily in the western and northwestern Uniteat&s.

"TA's acquisition of Travel Ports, recognized as ofithe leading regional travel centers in théomatis a natural fit," said TA President and
Chief Executive Officer Ed Kuhn. "Our operating lplsbphies and commitment to quality products amdises parallel one another. Most
importantly, our combined customer base will ban®fithe addition of more fueling locations, cofdated billing and consistent customer
programs and policies."

The merger of the companies will bring together tfithe industry's first travel center networks aednites Truckstops of America, now
TravelCenters of America, with its original foundPhil Saunders. "In addition to sharing a commeritage, we have respectively earned
industry-wide reputations for our uncompromisingneoitment to serving highway travelers," said MruSders. Saunders will be nominated
for appointment to the board of TravelCenters ofetica following the completion of the acquisition.

Both TA and Travel Ports are strategically posiidrio offer the travel center concept to a widessigection of highway travelers, including
large truck fleet customers, owner-operators antbrists. The development of full-service, statettad-art facilities, along with a wide array
of offerings, including diesel fuel, gasoline, eagtants, retail stores, truck service and maintemahops, fast-food restaurants, motels,
showers and game rooms are key elements to botharoes' long-term strategic plans.

- more-



Travel Ports, headquartered in Rochester, New Yapkrates 16 locations in seven states. TA, withtavork of 146 travel centers

nationwide, would employ a workforce of 11,500 upompletion of the transaction. The company is beadered in Westlake, Ohio, a
Cleveland suburb.

HHH

This press release contains forward-looking statésngased on current expectations that are cowsraer the "safe harbor" provision within
the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of B9%ctual results and events related to the adiprismay differ materially from those
anticipated as a result of risks and uncertaittiasinclude, but are not limited to, the successfimpletion of this transaction, the effective
integration of Travel Ports into TA, the overalbeaomic, market and industry conditions, as welhesrisks described from time to time in
TA and Travel Ports reports filed with the Secestand Exchange Commission.
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