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Explanatory Statement In Connection With the Fildigx Related Registration Statement on Form Se®iFRursuant to Instruction E of Form
S-8

Contemporaneously with the filing of this Post-Effee Amendment No. 1 to its Registration StatentenEForm S-8 (File No. 333-72764)
(this "Registration Statement"), FirstEnergy Cogm,Ohio corporation (the "Company"), is filing lvithe Securities and Exchange
Commission (the "Commission") a new Registraticet&hent on Form S-8. The new Registration Stateftiaat'New Registration
Statement") relates to the registration, amongraiffers and sales of shares of the Company's canstuzk, par value $0.10 per share, of
offer and sale of 133,867 shares of common stdek€arryover Shares") pursuant to the FirstEn€ggsp. Savings Plan (the "Savings
Plan"). The Savings Plan is sponsored by the Cognpan

The Company had originally registered the Carry@fares pursuant to this Registration Statemegticipation of offering interests in the
Company's common stock to participants in the GBhganies Employee Savings Plan for Nonbargainingl&yees, the GPU Companies
Employee Savings Plan for Employees RepresentéBEBW System Council U-3, the GPU Companies Empldyaeings Plan for
Employees Represented by IBEW Local 459 and UWUAALA80 and the GPU Companies Employee Savingsf®d&mployees
Represented by IBEW Local

777 (collectively, the "GPU Plans"). Under the teraf the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated @sugfist 8, 2000, between the Company
and GPU, Inc., a Pennsylvania corporation ("GPGRU was merged into the Company (the "Merger")aAssult of the Merger, interests in
the Company's common stock were offered to pagidipunder the terms of the GPU Plans upon andth&eévierger. Following the filing of
this Amendment No. 1, the Carryover Shares ar@ngdr available for new offers or sales under tRéJ®lans.

On January 7, 2003, the GPU Plans were mergedtiat8avings Plan and, as a result, the Savingsi®the successor to the GPU Plans.
Company desires to have the Carryover Shares haladt among the shares of common stock for whidgr®find sales under the Savings
Plan are registered under the New Registratiore Siait.

Consequently, in accordance with the principledatth in Interpretation 89 under Section G, "Séoes Act Forms" of the Manual of
Publicly Available Telephone Interpretations of fi@ision of Corporation Finance of the Commiss{daly 1997 as supplemented) and
Instruction E to Form S-8, (1) the Company is riegiag the offer and sale of the Carryover Shatesyant to the Savings Plan by means of
the New Registration Statement, (2) the registnafii@ of $1,130 allocable to the Carryover Shastséch the Company paid to the
Commission in connection with the original filin§ this Registration Statement, is carried oveih® Mew Registration Statement, and

(3) this Registration Statement is being amended post-effective basis to describe the change fhenGPU Plans to the Savings Plan, and
accordingly, no shares remain registered hereunbieth have not been sold.
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SIGNATURES

The Registrant. Pursuant to the requirements oStwirities Act of 1933, as amended, the Compariifies that it has reasonable grounds to
believe that it meets all of the requirements fiandg on Form S-8 and has duly caused this Postdiffe Amendment No. 1 to the
Registration Statement to be signed on its belyalhe undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, éQity of Akron, State of Ohio, on this

21st day of November, 2003.

FIRSTENERGY CORP.

By:/s/ David W Witehead

David W Whitehead
Corporate Secretary (Duly Authorized Oficer)

POWER OF ATTORNEY

Each of the undersigned directors and officerhief@ompany, individually as such director and/dicef, hereby makes, constitutes and
appoints H. Peter Burg and David W. Whitehead, eah of them, singly or jointly, with full power stibstitution, as his or her true and
lawful attorney-in-fact and agent to execute indriéier name, place and stead, in any and all d&sand to file with the Commission, any
and all post-effective amendments to this Registabtatement, which post-effective amendment makersuch changes in the Registration
Statement as the Company deems appropriate, heatyyng and confirming all that each of said atieys-in-fact, or his, her or their
substitute or substitutes, may do or cause to he 89 virtue hereof.

Pursuant to the requirements of the SecuritiesoA&B33, as amended, this P&ftective Amendment No. 1 to the Registration Stetat ha:
been signed below by the following persons in tgacities and on the dates indicated.

Signature Title Dat e

----------------------------- Chai rman of the Board and Chi ef
H Peter Burg Executive O ficer (Principal Executive Novenber 19, 2003
O ficer)

/'s/ Ant hony J. Al exander
----------------------------- President, Chief Operating Officer and
Ant hony J. Al exander Di rector Novenber 19, 2003

/'s/ Ri chard H Marsh

----------------------------- Seni or Vice President and Chief

Ri chard H. Marsh Fi nancial O ficer (Principal Financial Novenber 19, 2003
O ficer)

/ s/ Harvey L. Wagner
----------------------------- Vice President, Controller and Chief
Harvey L. Wagner Accounting O ficer (Principal
Accounting Oficer) Novenber 19, 2003



Si gnature

/s/ Paul T. Addison

Paul T. Addison

/sl Carol A. Cartwright

WlliamT. Cottle

/ s/ Robert B. Heisler, Jr.

Robert B. Heisler, Jr.

/sl Robert L. Loughhead

Robert L. Loughhead

/ s/ Russell W Maier

Russel | W Maier

/'s/ John M Pietruski

John M Pietruski

/ s/ Robert N. Pokel wal dt

Robert N. Pokel wal dt

/ s/ Paul J. Powers

Paul J. Powers

/s/ Catherine A Rein

Catherine A. Rein

/ s/ Robert C. Savage

Robert C. Savage

/sl George M Snart

George M Snart

/sl Jesse T. Wllianms, Sr.

Jesse T. WIliams, Sr.

/s/Dr. Patricia K Wolf

Dr. Patricia K Wolf

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Director

Dat e
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The Plans. Pursuant to the requirements of theriesuAct of 1933, as amended, the trustees (wergtersons who administer the employee
benefit plans) have duly caused this Post-Effecdimeendment No. 1 to the Registration Statemenetsigned on their behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, in the Gitylorristown, State of New Jersey, on this 1%y df November, 2003.

GPU COMPANIESEMPLOYEE SAVINGS
PLAN FOR NONBARGAINING

EMPLOYEES

By: /s/Carole B. Snyder

Carol e B. Snyder
Chai r person
Admi ni strative Committee

GPU COMPANIESEMPLOYEE SAVINGS
PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES
REPRESENTED BY IBEW SYSTEM
COUNCIL U-3

By: /s/Carole B. Snyder

Carol e B. Snyder
Chai r person
Admini strative Committee

GPU COMPANIESEMPLOYEE SAVINGS
PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES
REPRESENTED BY IBEW LOCAL 459
AND UWUA LOCAL 180

By: /s/Carole B. Snyder

Carol e B. Snyder
Chai r person
Administrative Committee

GPU COMPANIESEMPLOYEE SAVINGS
PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES
REPRESENTED BY IBEW LOCAL 777

By: /s/Carole B. Snyder

Carol e B. Snyder
Chai r per son
Admini strative Committee
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