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Item 5. Other Events

On November 25, 1996, the Registrant issued thaelst press release.
Item 7. Financial Statementsand Exhibits

(a) Exhibits

99 Additional Exhibits

Press release, dated November 25, 1



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgl Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caussdréport to be signed on its behalf by
the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

FIRST MIDWEST FINANCIAL, INC.

Dat e: Novenber 26, 1996 By: [/s/ Donald J. Wnchell
Donald J. Wnchell, Vice President,
Treasurer, Chief Financial Oficer and
Princi pal Accounting O ficer



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Kristi L. Frey
Telephone: 712-732-4117

FIRST MIDWEST FINANCIAL, INC. ANNOUNCESINCREASE IN CASH DIVIDEND AND 50% STOCK DIVIDEND

STORM LAKE, IOWA, NOVEMBER 25, 1996, (NASDAQ: "CASH First Midwest Financial, Inc. has announced thatCorporation will
increase its quarterly cash dividend by 2.5 cdrasy 11 cents per share to 13.5 cents per shareinthease is consistent with First Midwe
decision in the prior fiscal year to increase darids following the announcement of fiscal year-eahings. The cash dividend will be
payable on or about January 2, 1997, to stockh®lderecord on December 16, 1996. Subsequent thEnest Midwest will declare and pay a
50% stock dividend. Under the terms of this stoefidénd, First Midwest stockholders will receiveeoshare for every two shares held on the
record date. The stock dividend will be paid ombout January 2, 1997, to stockholders of recorb@rember 16, 1996. Fractional shares
created by the stock dividend will be paid in cas$suming that First Midwest maintains its dividgad/out at the newly announced amount
as anticipated, future dividends will be declaretha rate of 9 cents per share to reflect thekstinddend.

James S. Haahr, President and Chairman, stateththaete did last year at this time, the Board akblors increased the cash dividend in
recognition of the financial performance of the Gamy." Mr. Haahr added that "the Board's actiomwéispect to the stock dividend will
increase the number of shares of First Midwest'sksbutstanding, making it easier for small investo purchase stock."

At September 30, 1996, the Corporation had as$&388.0 million and stockholders' equity of $4&8lion. The Corporation's stock is
guoted on the Nasdaq Stock Market under the tiskerbol "CASH".

CORPORATE PROFILE:

First Midwest Financial, Inc., is the holding comgdor First Federal Savings Bank of the MidwedtisTincludes the Main Bank Office in
Storm Lake, lowa and its 6 branch offices in a fmaunty area of Northwest lowa. It also includes 2 offices of the Brookings Federal
Bank Division in Brookings, South Dakota, and tbeva Savings Bank Division in Des Moines, lowa. SggiState Bank, with offices in
Stuart, Casey and Menlo, lowa, is a separate hpldfifrirst Midwest and operates as a commerciak lshartered by the State of lowa.
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