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Item 8.01. Other Events.

On September 11, 2012, Center Bancorp, Inc. issuptess release announcing that it has receivednahtrecognition for it
performance. A copy of the release is filed witis Burrent Report on Form 8-K as an exhibit.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits

Exhibit 99.1 — Press release, dated September0Ll2, #f Center Bancorp, Inc.

-2.




SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgh Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly causidréport to be signed on
behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

CENTER BANCORP, INC.

By: /sl Anthony C. Weagley

Name:  Anthony C. Weagle'
Title: President and Chief Executive Offic

Dated: September 13, 2012
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CENTER BANCORP, INC. RECEIVESNATIONAL
RECOGNITION

Named to the List of Top Performing Sr-Cap Banks and Thrifts in the U.S. by Sandler Qlded is ranked among the top performing
banks out of all publicly traded banks and thriftshe state of New Jersey.

Receives Bauer Financial Superior F-Star Rating for the 8 Consecutive Quarter

UNION, N.J., September 11, 2012 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE ) — Center Bancorp, Inc. (NASDAQ: CNBC) (the "Corporation”, or "Center"),
parent company of Union Center National Bank ("UCMB"the Bank"), announced today that it has besognized by Sandler O'Neill +
Partners L.P., a New York investment banking fiamone of twenty five "2012 Sm-All Stars" and isagnized as a top performing publicly
traded Bank in the nation.

Sandler O'Neill evaluated all 461 publicly tradedhks with a market capitalization of less than #i#h and identified the 25 top performing
small-cap banks and thrifts in the nation. In amuing the Sm-All Stars, Sandler O'Neill's DirecdéiResearch Mark Fitzgibbon and
Associate Director Casey Orr said, "In all, ouresering methodology eliminated 95% of the institaideing evaluated. The performance
metrics of the remaining 25 institutions are eximayatl."




Companies were evaluated based on absolute periogmia eight financial variables: growth in EPSre and deposits, return on average
equity, nonperforming assets to loans plus ORED,raet charge-off ratio, reserves to nonperfornasgets ratio and Tier 1 riflased capit:
ratio. To earn "Sm-All Star" status, the banks #mits needed to be at or above the peer mediathéofirst seven metrics surveyed, plus be
considered "Well Capitalized" per the Tier 1 risksbd capital ratio.

"Center Bancorp has always focused on performandestrategic but conservative growth in additioseéoving the needs of our local
communities. We are honored to be recognized fostrangth, stability and consistent performansaijti Anthony C. Weagley, President .
Chief Executive Officer. “It is a testament of daink’s hallmark personalized service, commitmerexcellence, and results,” added Mr.
Weagley.

In addition, UCNB was ranked one of the highest {dp ranked Bank for return on average equitysawnd highest for return on average
assets as of March 31, 2012 and ranked seconaforchtegories as of June 30, 2012) out of thg tiiftee publicly traded banks and thrifts
New JerseySource: SNL Securities, Data through 9/7/12

The Bank was additionally awarded a “Superior” F8tar rating by Bauer Financial, a leading indeandbank and rating research firm, its
highest rating.

Bauer Financial has awarded Center with its higheststar rating for 8 consecutive quarters ansl listed Center Bancorp, Inc. on the
recommend list for 11 straight quarters.

Bauer Financial has been reporting and analyziagp#irformance of U.S. banks and credit unions si888 and their star ratings classify
each institution based upon a complex formula faogoin current and historical data.

About Center Bancorp

Center Bancorp, Inc. is a bank holding companyctvioiperates Union Center National Bank, its mabsgliary. Chartered in 1923, Union
Center National Bank is one of the oldest natidraalks headquartered in the state of New Jersep@mndanks as the third largest national
bank headquartered in the state. Union Center Nati®ank is currently the largest commercial bae&dyuartered in Union County. Its
primary market niche is its commercial banking hass. The Bank focuses its lending activities anroercial lending to small and medium-
sized businesses, real estate developers and &igtonth individuals.




The Bank, through its Private Wealth Managementdin, which includes its wholly-owned subsidiargr@er Financial Group LLC,
UCNB's Private Wealth Management and advisory ulteboé services provides personalized wealth mamege and advisory services to
high net worth individuals and families. The Bangstvices include banking, liquidity managementestment services, custody, tailored
lending, wealth planning, trust and fiduciary sees, insurance, family wealth advisory and philesytic advisory.

Center also recently announced a strategic pahipangth Compass Financial Management, LLC and iiN®ffer pension/401(k) planning
services. Compass is an SEC Registered Investnbnsdyy Company with five decades of cumulativeerignce providing investment
services in a personal, professional and attentiaener. They provide discretionary private investtmeanagement for individuals and
corporate accounts as well as 401(k) advisory sesvi

The Bank currently operates 14 banking locationdnion, Morris, and Bergen Counties in New Jer&anking centers are located in Union
Township (five locations), Berkeley Heights, Boamtdountain Lakes, Madison, Millburn/Vauxhall, Matown, Springfield, Summit, and
the newly added Oakland and Saddle River branchBsiigen County New Jersey. The Corporation is eaipg to northern New Jersey w
its Saddle River Valley Bank transaction and thedieg opening of its new Englewood banking certeation in downtown Englewood,
New Jersey

For further information regarding Center Bancorg,.) please visit our web site at http://www.celpésrcorp.conor call (800) 862-3683. For
information regarding Union Center National Banlegse visit our web site at http://www.ucnb.com

Forward-L ooking Statements

All non-historical statements in this press releamastitute forward-looking statements within theaming of the Private Securities Litigation
Reform Act of 1995. These forward-looking statersently use forward-looking terminology such as "expélook," "believe," "plan,”
"anticipate," "may," "will" or similar statements wariations of such terms or otherwise expreswsieoncerning trends and the future. Such
forward-looking statements involve certain risksl amcertainties. These include, but are not limitedhe direction of interest rates,
continued levels of loan quality and originatiouroe, Center Bancorp's ability to integrate Sadrileer Valley Bank's branches into Center
Bancorp's branch network, continued relationshijtks major customers including sources for loansyelt as the effects of international,
national, regional and local economic conditiond kEegal and regulatory barriers and structure uigiclg those relating to economic recovery
and the deregulation of the financial services sty and other risks cited in the Corporation'sstmecent Annual Report on Form 10-K and
other reports filed by the Corporation with the &&@s and Exchange Commission. Actual results diffgr materially from such forward-
looking statements. Center Bancorp, Inc. assumeablhigation for updating any such forward-lookirtgtement at any time.




