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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officas; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatior
Arrangements of Certain Officers.

John Lukens, the Registrant’s Chief Credit OfficeNice President of the Registrant and a Senioe VAresident of the Registramt
Union Center National Bank (“UCNB”) subsidiary, Wittire effective as of December 31, 2012.

The Registrant announced that John J. Bailey han béred to succeed Mr. Lukens as the Senior Vicesifent Cred
Administration of UCNB. In that role, Mr. Bailey Wibversee UCNBS Credit Administration Department. Prior to joigid CNB, Mr. Baile)
was the owner and managing member of a consulitimgaind held management positions within the finarservices industry.
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Center Bancorp, Inc. Reports Retirement of Senior @icer and Hiring of
Credit Administrator

UNION, N.J., December 11, 2012 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — énter Bancorp, Inc. (Nasdag:CNBC) parent company of Union
Center National Bank (“UCNB” or the “Bank”), annared today the retirement of John J. Lukens, Viesigent & Senior Credit
Administrator of Center Bancorp, Inc. and Seniocé/President of the Bank effective December 31220%. Lukens, a resident of Lincroft,
N.J., has served Center Bancorp and the Bank dbt gears“John has served our organization with utmost iftiegnd is held in the highe
regards by his colleagues and peers,” said Antl@nyeagley, President and Chief Executive OffidddGNB. “We are grateful for his
service and wish him all the best in his retirenfeadded Mr. Weagley.

Also announced today, Union Center National Barkiieed John J. Bailey as Senior Vice PresidendiCAgiministration. Mr.
Bailey will oversee the Bank Credit AdministratiDepartments. Prior to joining UCNB, John Bailey was owner and managing membe
Bailey Financial Consulting LLC in Lincroft, N.Jréiously, Mr. Bailey held management positionséveral banks and corporations in the
financial services industry. “We are thrilled toskaJohn join the UCNB team,” said Anthony C. Weggfdohn's strong credit background
and reputation will be tremendous assets to owroegtion,” added Mr. Weagley. John Bailey earn®&% from Fordham University’'s
College of Business Administration and is a graeurdthe Stonier Graduate School of Banking at Bigt@Jniversity.




About Center Bancorp, Inc.

Center Bancorp, Inc. is a bank holding company whigerates Union Center National Bank, its mairsgliary. Chartered in 1923,
Union Center National Bank is one of the oldesiomatl banks headquartered in the state of New yensé now ranks as the third largest
national bank headquartered in the state. UniorieC@tational Bank is currently the largest commarbank headquartered in Union County.
Its primary market niche is its commercial bankinginess. The Bank focuses its lending activittts@mmercial lending to small and
medium-sized businesses, real estate developetsigingiet worth individuals.

The Bank, through its Private Banking and Wealtmbtgement Division, which includes its wholhyvned subsidiary, Center Financial Gri
LLC, provides personalized wealth management artaxy services to high net worth individuals aadflies. Our services include
banking, liquidity management, investment servicesstody, tailored lending, wealth planning, traistl fiduciary services, insurance, family
wealth and philanthropic advisory services.

Center also, through a strategic partnership widm@ass Financial Management, LLC and ING, offerssma/401(k) planning services.
Compass is an Investment Advisory Company with figeades of cumulative experience providing investnservices in a personal,
professional and attentive manner. They providerdi®nary private investment management for irdlimis and corporate accounts as we
401(K) advisory services.

The Bank currently operates 14 banking locatiorBérgen, Morris and Union Counties in New Jersegnléng centers are located in Union
Township (five locations), Berkeley Heights, Boamtdountain Lakes, Madison, Millburn/Vauxhall, Mastown, Oakland, Saddle River,
Springfield, and Summit. Also, the Bank’s openiridgt® new Englewood banking center located in dammt Englewood, NJ is expected in

the 4 quarter, 2012. The Bank’s primary market area ismsed of Bergen, Morris, and Union Counties, Niersey.

For further information regarding Center Bancorz.] please visit our website at http://www.censadorp.com or call 800.862.3683. For
information regarding Union Center National Banlegse visit www.ucnb.com.
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