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Item 8.01    Other Events.

On September 16, 2024, Patrick Byrne filed a complaint against Ameris Bank, the wholly owned banking subsidiary of Ameris Bancorp
(together with Ameris Bank, the “Company” ), in the United States District Court for the Central District of California (the “Court”), captioned
Patrick Byrne v. Ameris Bank, Case No. 8:24-cv-01989-MWC (JDEx) (the “Action”). The complaint alleged (as amended with leave of the Court
during trial), among other things, wrongful termination of Mr. Byrne’s employment, violations of whistleblower protection laws, nonpayment of
wages and related penalties, and breach of contract, and sought unspecified damages. Mr. Byrne was employed by Ameris Bank from
December 2021 through June 2024 as the chief executive officer of the equipment finance division of Ameris Bank.

A jury trial in the Action commenced on June 1, 2026. On June 12, 2026, the jury returned a verdict in favor of Mr. Byrne on all counts
presented, finding Ameris Bank liable for $16.525 million in economic and non-economic damages, plus associated statutory penalties, and
approximately $62.9 million in punitive damages. The Company disagrees with the verdict and believes that it is not supported by the facts or
applicable law.

The Company intends to appeal the verdict. While the Company intends to continue to vigorously defend its position in this matter, the
ultimate outcome of this matter is uncertain. The Company is evaluating the potential impact of the verdict, including whether an accrual is
required for financial reporting purposes and the amount thereof. The final resolution of this matter could have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s results of operations, financial condition and liquidity.

Cautionary Note Regarding Forward Looking Statements

This Current Report on Form 8-K contains forward-looking statements, as defined by federal securities laws, including, among other
forward-looking statements, certain plans, expectations and goals. Words such as “may,” “believe,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “intend,” “will,” “should,”
“plan,” “estimate,” “predict,” “continue” and “potential” or the negative of these terms or other comparable terminology, as well as similar
expressions, are meant to identify forward-looking statements. The forward-looking statements in this Current Report on Form 8-K are based on
management's opinions only as of the date hereof and are provided to assist in the understanding of potential future performance. Such forward-
looking statements involve numerous assumptions, risks and uncertainties that may cause actual results to differ materially from those
expressed or implied in any such statements, including, without limitation, statements related to the Company’s beliefs regarding the verdict and
the Company’s intent to appeal the verdict. For a discussion of some of the other risks and other factors that may cause such forward-looking
statements to differ materially from actual results, please refer to the Company’s filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including
the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2025 and the Company's subsequently filed periodic reports and
other filings. Forward-looking statements speak only as of the date they are made, and the Company undertakes no obligation to update or
revise forward-looking statements except as required by law.
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