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SECURITIESAND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20549

FORM 12b-25

Commission File Number 1-7784
NOTIFICATION OF LATE FILING

(Check One): [ ] Form 10-K [X] Form 11-K [ ] ForndZF [ ] Form 10-Q
[ ] Form N-SAR

For Period Ended: DECEMBER 31, 2000
[_] Transition Report on Form 10-K

[] Transition Report on Form 20-F

[_] Transition Report on Form 11-K

[ ] Transition Report on Form 10-Q
[] Transition Report on Form N-SAR

For the Transition Period Ended: N/A

Read attached instruction sheet before preparimy.fBlease print or
type.

Nothing in this form shall be construed to implatthe Commission has
verified any information contained herein.

If the notification relates to a portion of thart) checked above,
identify the item(s) to which the notification reda: N/A

PART | - REGISTRANT INFORMATION

Full Name of Plan - CENTURYTEL, INC. DOLLARSAND SENSE PLAN

Full Name of Registrant - CENTURYTEL, INC.

Address of principal executive office - 100 CENTUREL DRIVE, MONROE, LA. 71203
PART Il - RULE 12b-25(b) AND (c)

If the subject report could not be filed withoutreasonable effort or expense and the registrakisgeéief pursuant to Rule 12b-25(b), the
following should be completed. (Check box if apprate.)

[X]| (a) The reasons described in reasonable detail in Part 11l of this
| form could not be eliminated with out unreasonable effort or
| expense;

[X]1| (b) The subject annual report, semi-annu al report, transition report
| on Form 10-K, 20-F, 11-K or Form N- SAR, or portion thereof will
| be filed on or before the 15th ¢ alendar day following the
| prescribed due date; or the subj ect quarterly report or
| transition report on Form 10-Q, or p ortion thereof will be filed
| on or before the fifth calendar day following the prescribed due
| date; and
I
| (c) The accountant's statement or othe r exhibit required by Rule
|

12b-25(c) has been attached if applic able.



PART IIl - NARRATIVE

State below in reasonable detail why the Form 1QKK, 20-F, 10-Q, NSAR or the transition report portion thereof contt be filed withir
the prescribed time period. (Attach extra sheateéded.)

The CenturyTel, Inc. Dollars and Sense Plan is athteéired by a third-party plan trustee. The plaangfed trustees effective September 1,
2000. The non-discrimination testing that must edqrmed prior to completion of the plan's Annuaip@rt on Form 11-K for the year ended
December 31, 2000 (the "Report") has been delayeddalthe plan initially receiving incorrect datarh the previous plan trustee. The
corrected data has been received by the plan asdutrently in the process of performing the mt¢crimination testing. The plan expects to
complete the required non-discrimination testingd file the Report and the accompanying Financiate®hents prior to the date indicated in
Part ll(b) above.

PART IV - OTHER INFORMATION
(1) Name and telephone number of person to coimtaegard to this notification
NEIL A. SWEASY (318) 388-9817
(Name) (Area Code) (Telephone Number)

(2) Have all other periodic reports required unglection 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchangedhd934 or Section 30 of the Investment
Company Act of 1940 during the preceding 12 mooth®r such shorter period that the registrant veamgiired to file such report(s) been
filed? If the answer is no, identify report(s).

[X] Yes [_] No

(3) Is it anticipated that any significant changeesults of operations from the correspondinggaefor the last fiscal year will be reflected by
the earnings statements to be included in the sulgport or portion thereof? N/A [ ] Yes [ ] No

If so: attach an explanation of the anticipatedhgiea both narratively and quantitatively, and ppeopriate, state the reasons why a reaso
estimate of the results cannot be made.

CENTURYTEL, INC. DOLLARS AND SENSE PLAN

(Name of Plan filing this Form)
Has caused this notification to be signed on itsalfeby the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

Date JUNE 29, 2001 By /sl R Stewart Ew ng, Jr.

R Stewart Ewi ng, Jr.
Retirenent Conmittee Menber and
Executive Oficer of CenturyTel, Inc.

INSTRUCTION: The form may be signed by an executffecer of the registrant or by any other dulytearized representative. The name
and title of the person signing the form shallygeet or printed beneath the signature. If the stat# is signed on behalf of the registrant by
an authorized representative (other than an exexafficer), evidence of the representative's athto sign on behalf of the registrant shall
be filed with the form.

ATTENTION

Intentional misstatements or omissions of fact ttanie Federal Criminal Violations (see 18 U.S.G01).
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