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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20549

SCHEDULE 13G

Under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(Amendment No. 1)*

CenturyTel, Inc.

(Name of Issuet

Common Stock

(Title of Class of Securitie:

156700

(CUSIP Number)

04/30/04

(Date of Event Which Requires Filing of this Stagart)

Check the appropriate box to designate the rulsyaunt to which this Schedule is file
IX|] Rule 13¢1(b)
] Rule 13¢1(c)
|_| Rule 13«1(d)
* The remainder of this cover page shall be fiked for a reporting person'’s initial filing on thierm with

respect to the subject class of securities, andrgrsubsequent amendment containing informatiaoiwh
would alter the disclosures provided in a prioreopage.

The information required in the remainder of thiser page shall not be deemed to be “filed” forghepose
of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of4l@3\ct”) or otherwise subject to the liabilities that
section of the Act but shall be subject to all ofvisions of the Act (however, see the Notes).
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CUSIP No0.156700

1. Names of Reporting Persot
I.R.S. Identification Nos. of above persons (easitbnly).

ARIEL CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC
# 02-071241¢

2. Check the Appropriate Box if a Member of a Gr¢8pe Instructions)

Not Applicable

(@) |
(b) ||

3. SEC Use Only

4. Citizenship or Place of Organization

Delaware Limited Liability Compan

5. Sole Voting Power
Number of Ariel - 4,675,56¢
Shares
Beneficially 6. Shared Voting Power
Owned By
Each Ariel - 0
Reporting

Person With 7. Sole Dispositive Power

Ariel - 5,617,00¢

8. Shared Dispositive Power

Ariel - 0

9. Aggregate Amount Beneficially Owned by Each Répg Person

Ariel - 5,688,891

10. Check if the Aggregate Amount in Row (9) Excludest@in Shares (See Instructions)

Not Applicable

11. Percent of Class Represented by Amount in Row (9)

Ariel - 5,688,891/ 138,872,890 = 4.09¢

12. Type of Reporting Person (See Instructions)

Ariel - 1A
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Item 1.



(&) Name of Issue

CenturyTel, Inc.

(b) Address of Issurs Principal Executive Office

100 CenturyTel Drive, Monroe, LA 71203

Item 2.

(@) Name of Person Filin

Ariel Capital Management, LLC

(b) Address of Principal Business Office, or if nonesilence

200 E. Randolph Drive, Suite 2900, Chicago, IL 6D60

(c) Citizenship

a Delaware Limited Liability Company

(d) Title of Class of Securitie

Common Stock

(e) CUSIP Numbe

156700

Item 3. If thisstatement isfiled pursuant to §§240.13d-1(b) or 240.13d-2(b) or (c), check whether the
person filingisa:

@ I
(0) I
© I
(@ |l

) IX|
U
@ I
(h) |l

O

0

Broker or dealer registered under sect®ofithe Act (15 U.S.C. 780
Bank as defined in section 3(a)(6) of tle A5 U.S.C. 78c]
Insurance company as defined in sectioy{I¥pof the Act (15 U.S.C. 78c

Investment company registered undeiase8 of the Investment Company Act of 1940
(15 U.S.C 8(-8).

An investment adviser in accordance witd®B23¢-1(b)(1)(ii)(E);
An employee benefit plan or endowment fumalccordance with §240.1-1(b)(1)(ii)(F);
A parent holding company or control perspaccordance with § 240.1-1(b)(1)(ii)(G);

A savings associations as defined oti@e 3(b) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act
(12 U.S.C. 1813

A church plan that is excluded from teinition of an investment company under
section 3(c)(14) of the Investment Company of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 8I-3);

Group, in accordance with §240.-1(b)(1)(ii)(J).
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Item 4. Ownership.

Provide the following information regandithe aggregate number and percentage of theaflass



securities of the issuer identified in ltem

(@)

(b)

(©

Item 5.

Item 6.

Iltem 7.

Item 8.

Item 9.

Item 10.

(@)

(b)

Amount beneficially owned:
(See Page 2, No."

Percent of class:
(See Page 2, No. 1

Number of shares as to which such person

(i) Sole power to vote or to direct the vote
(See Page 2, No.

(i) Shared power to vote or to direct the vote
(See Page 2, No.

(i) Sole power to dispose or to direct the disition of
(See Page 2, No."

(iv) Shared power to dispose or to direct th@akstion of
(See Page 2, No.

Owner ship of Five Percent or Lessof a Class.

If this statement is being filed to reqthe fact that as of the date hereof the repgierson
has ceased to be the beneficial owner of moreftiampercent of the class of securities check the
following [X].

Owner ship of Morethan Five Percent on Behalf of Another Person.

All securities reported upon this ScHedare owned by investment advisory clients of Arie
Capital Management, LLC, no one of which, to thewledge of Ariel Capital Management, LLC,
owns more than 5% of the cla

Identification and Classification of the Subsidiary Which Acquired the Security Being Reported
on by the Parent Holding Company.

Not Applicable

Identification and Classification of Member s of the Group.

Not Applicable

Notice of Dissolution of Group.

Not Applicable

Certifications.
The following certification shall be included ifatstatement is filed pursuant to §240-1(b):

By signing below | certify that, to the best of kayowledge and belief, the securities referred to
above were acquired and are held in the ordinamyseoof business and were not acquired and are
not held for the purpose of or with the effect banging or influencing the control of the issuer of
the securities and were not acquired and are ridtilneonnection with or as a participant in any
transaction having that purpose or effi

The following certification shall be included ifatstatement is filed pursuant to §240-1(c):
By signing below | certify that, to the best of kyowledge and belief, the securities referred to
above were not acquired and are not held for thegse of or with the effect of changing or

influencing the control of the issuer of the setieisiand were not acquired and are not held in
connection with or as a participant in any transachaving that purpose or effe
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SIGNATURE

After reasonable inquiry and to the besngfknowledge and belief, | certify that the infation set forth
in this statement is true, complete and cori

ARIEL CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC

By: /s/ John P. Miller, CFA

John P. Miller, CFA
Senior Vice President,
Portfolio Manageme!

The original statement shall be signed by eachopers whose behalf the statement is filed or hib@ized
representative. If the statement is signed on belial person by his authorized representativerdtien an
executive officer or general partner of the filipgrson, evidence of the representative’s authtwisign on
behalf of such person shall be filed with the steget, provided, however, that a power of attorrattiis
purpose which is already on file with the Commiasioay be incorporated by reference. The name aydithe
of each person who signs the statement shall keltgp printed beneath his signature.

NOTE : Schedules filed in paper format shall includégaed original and five copies of the schedule,
including all exhibitsSee §240.13\-7 for other parties for whom copies are to be ¢

Attention: I ntentional misstatements or omissions of fact constitute Federal criminal violations
(See 18 U.S.C. 1001)
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