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Item 5: Other Events

The following press release was issued by the Ragisin response to a letter dated August 27, 206dn Mr. Scott T. Ford, President and
Chief Operating Officer of ALLTEL Corporation.

Tuesday August 28, 12:58 pm Eastern Time
Press Release

SOURCE: CenturyTel

CenturyTel Issues Letter to ALLTEL

MONRGOE, La. -- (BUSINESS WIRE) -- Aug. 28, 2001GenturyTel, Inc. (NYSE: CTL - news) sent the foliag letter today to Scott Ford,
President and Chief Operating Officer of ALLTEL @oration (NYSE: AT - news):

August 28, 2001
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Scott T. Ford

President and Chief Operating Officer ALLTEL Coration
One Allied Drive

Little Rock, AR 72202

Dear Scott:

| received your letter, which was faxed to me as were releasing it to the press. Your letter dugthing more than urge us to reconsider



same proposal that our Board unanimously determenéer careful consideration, was not in the lrg@strests of CenturyTel. There is no
reason to reconsider that decision.

While we also believe that your letter is clearlisi@ading, we have no intention of engaging in youiplic letter writing campaign.

We are fully aware of our responsibilities to obharseholders and other constituencies, and we wiiltioue to respect those obligations as we
pursue our growth strategies.

Sincerely,

/sl den F. Post, III
den F. Post, 111
Vi ce Chairman, President and CEO

CenturyTel, Inc. provides communications servieesuding local exchange, wireless, long distaneierhet access and data services to more
than three million customers in 21 states. The @mgpheadquartered in Monroe, Louisiana, is puptieided on the New York Stock
Exchange under the symbol CTL. CenturyTel is tlel&tgest local exchange telephone company, basedaess lines, and the 8th largest
cellular company, based on population equivalemseal, in the United States. Visit CenturyTel's cogbe Web site at

(www.centurytel.com).

Contact:

CenturyTel

Investors:

Jeff Glover

318/388-9648

Media:

Annmarie Sartor

318/388-9671

or

Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher Joele Fradakgly Brimmer
212/355-4449

SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgé Act of 1934, the registrant has duly causisdréport to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

CENTURYTEL, INC.

By:/s/ Neil A. Sweasy

Nei |l A. Sweasy
Vi ce President and Controller
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