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IMPORTANT ANNU AL 

SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING INFORMATION — YOUR VOTE  COUNTS! Shareholder Meeting Not ice 1234 5678 9012 345 Important No tice Regarding the Availabi lity  of Proxy Materials for the CenturyTel,  Inc. A nnual Meeting of Shareholders  to be Held on May 20, 2010 . Under recent Securi ties and Exchange Commiss ion rules, you are receiving this not ice that the proxy materials for the annual shareholders ’ meet ing are avai lable on the Internet. Fol low the instruct ions below to  view the materials  and vote online or request paper copies of the proxy materials. The items to be voted on and location of the annual meet ing are listed  on the reverse side of this notice. Your vote is important! T his communication presents  only an overview of the more comp lete proxy materials  that are avai lable to you on the In ternet. We encourage you to access and review all  of the important information contained in the proxy  materials before voting. Our proxy statement, 2009  annual report and related materials are avai lable at: www.env isionreports.com/CTL When you go online to view materials , you can also  vote your shares.  � Step 1 : Ea sy O nline Ac ce ss — A Convenie nt Wa y to Vie w P roxy Ma te ria ls a nd Vote  Go to www .env isionreports.com/CTL to view the materials. Step 2: Cl ick on Cast 
Your Vote or Request Materials . Step  3: Follow the instructions on  the screen to log  in. Step 4: Make your selection as instructed on each screen to select delivery preferences and vote. Other voting alternatives are described on the reverse side of this notice. Obtain ing a Free Copy of the Proxy Materials –  If you want to  receive a paper or e-mail copy  of these documents, you  must request one. Please make your request for a free copy as instructed on the reverse s ide on or before May 10,  2010 to faci litate t imely del ivery. 0 2 5 2 5 9 + 016BQ D 



   

  

   

Shareholder Meeting Notice Cen turyTel, Inc.’s Annual Meeting o f Shareholders wil l be held at  2:00 p.m. local  time on May 20, 2010  at the Corporate Conference Room, CenturyLink Headquarters , 100 CenturyLink Drive, Monroe, Louisiana. Proposals  to be vo ted on at the meet ing are lis ted below along with the Board  of Directo rs ’ recommendat ions. The Board o f Directors recommends a vote FOR Proposals 1 through 4: 1. T o elect four Class I Directors : 01 — W. Bruce Hanks 02 — C.G. Melvil le, Jr. 03 — William A. Owens 04  — Glen F.  Post, III 2. To ratify the appointment o f K PMG LLP as our independent audito r for 2010. 3. To amend our articles o f incorporation to change our name to  Centu ryLink, Inc. 4 . To approve our 2010 Executive Officer Short-Term Incentive Plan . The Board of Directors recommends a vote AGAINST Proposals 5 through 8: 5 . To act upon  a shareholder proposal regard ing network management p ractices. 6. To act upon a shareholder proposal regarding limitat ion of executive compensation. 7. To  act upon a shareholder proposal regarding execut ive stock  retent ion. 8. To act upon a shareho lder proposal regarding executive compensation adviso ry  votes. NOTE ON VOTING ALTERNATIVES –  THIS IS NOT A BALLOT OR A 
PROXY. YOU CANNOT VOTE BY RETURNING THIS NOTICE. To vote your shares, you must (i) vote online, (i i) vote by  mail by requesting  a paper copy o f our proxy materials  and a proxy card, (iii ) vote by phone in the manner described  in the proxy materials  or (iv) vote in person at the meet ing. If you plan to attend the meet ing, you can  obtain  direct ions to ou r headquarters bu ilding on our website ht tp: //ir.centuryl ink.com. You should  bring this notice as an admission ticket, as wel l as the other materials specified in our proxy  materials. Here’s how to order a copy  of the proxy materials and select a futu re delivery preference: Paper copies: Current and  fu ture paper delivery requests can be submitted  via the telephone, Internet or email op tions below. Email copies: Current and future email del ivery requests must be submitted v ia the Internet following the instruct ions below. If you request an  emai l copy of current materials  you wi ll receive an emai l with a link to the materials. PLEASE NOTE: You must use the number in the shaded bar on  the reverse side when requesting  a set of proxy materials. 3 Internet –  Go to www .env isionreports.com/CTL.  Cl ick Cast Your Vote or Request Materials. Follow the ins tructions to log in and order a paper or email  copy of the 
current meeting materials  and  submit your preference for email o r paper delivery of fu ture meet ing materials. 3 Telephone – Call us free of charge at 1 -866-641-4276 us ing a touch-tone phone and fo llow the instruct ions to log in  and  order a paper copy of the materials by mail for the current meeting. You can also  submit a preference to receive a paper copy for future meetings. 3 Emai l –  Send email  to investorvo te@computershare.com with  “Proxy Materials Cen turyTel, Inc.” in the subject line. Include in the message your ful l name and address, p lus the number located in the shaded bar on  the reverse, and s tate in the emai l that you want a paper copy of curren t meeting materials. Y ou can  also state your preference to  receive a paper copy  fo r future meet ings.  To facil itate t imely del ivery, all requests  for a paper copy o f the proxy materials  must be received by May 10 , 2010. 016BQD 



   

  

 

 
   

  

  

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT  
DELIVERY OF OUR 2010 PROXY MATERIALS  

          This year, instead of mailing a printed copy of our proxy materials to each shareholder of record, we 
decided to provide access to these materials via the Internet. Accordingly, on or about April 7, 2010, we 
began mailing the accompanying Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials to all shareholders of 
record as of March 22, 2010, and posted our proxy materials on the website described in the Notice. The 
following information addresses certain questions you may have regarding this process.  

Why didn’t I receive a copy of the proxy materials in the mail?  

          The Securities and Exchange Commission recently adopted new rules that allow us to send you a 
short notice that proxy materials are available electronically instead of a full package containing a proxy 
card, annual report and proxy statement. You can request that we send paper copies of the proxy 
materials, as described further below. The rules are not mandatory, and we may still choose to mail paper 
copies of proxy materials to all or some of our shareholders.  

How do these rules work?  

          The rules permit us to send (or request that brokers send) a short notice instead of the traditional 
large proxy package. This conserves paper and reduces our printing and mailing costs. As explained 
further in the accompanying Notice, you have the option of (1) accessing the proxy materials online, 
including instructions on how to vote, or (2) requesting that paper copies of those materials be sent or e-
mailed to you.  

Can I receive paper proxy packages now and in the f uture?  

          Yes. If you are a shareholder of record, you may contact us as directed on the accompanying Notice 
and request that we mail you paper proxy packages. This selection will apply to all future proxy mailings by 
us, until you notify us that you no longer wish to receive paper proxy packages.  

          If you hold shares of our common stock in street name through a broker, you should request paper 
proxy packages from the broker in the manner specified by them.  
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