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Item 5.

On June 2, 2000, Steven B. Ratoff, Chief Finan®ifficer of the Registrant, announced that he wdnddransitioning from that post. A copy
of the press release issued in connection withdénelopment is filed herewith as Exhibit 99, ancbirporated by reference herein.

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgé Act of 1934, the registrant has duly causisdréport to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Brown-Forman Corporation
(Registrant)

Dat e: June 5, 2000 By: [/s/ Mchael B. Crutcher
M chael B. Crutcher
Seni or Vice President,
General Counsel, and Secretary



FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE
BROWN-FORMAN CFO PLANSTRANSITION TO PART-TIME STATUS;, COMPANY INITIATES SEARCH FOR SUCCESSOR

Louisville, KY, June 2, 2000 -- Brown-Forman Coration announced today that Chief Financial Offiserven B. Ratoff will shift to part-
time status at the company. As a result of thisigeaRatoff will in time relinquish his CFO dutikat will continue to play a key role at
Brown-Forman. To ensure an orderly transition, Ratdl remain on a full-time basis as CFO untiktlsearch for his successor is complete
and the new person is in place at Brown-Forman.comepany anticipates naming a new CFO this fall.

Brown-Forman Chairman Owsley Brown |l said thatd¥atequested the change to part-time status gdhaould spend more time on his
many outside interests, including various entrepueial ventures. "Since joining our company as €hieancial Officer in 1994, Steve Rat
has brought enormous creativity and skill to thficef and we have benefited greatly from his frpstspective, strategic ideas, and advocacy
for change," stated Brown. "While we will miss kiantributions as CFO, we are delighted that he eaititinue to play an important role at
Brown-Forman."

When he begins his part-time work, Ratoff will feoon improving general and administrative functiand business transaction processes,
assist in refining the company's Information Tedbgy strategies, as well as other activities.

Prior to joining Brown-Forman, Ratoff was an inarsih a number of small, privately held compantés.was senior vice president and chief
financial officer of the Pharmaceutical Group ofdBul-Myers Squibb from 1990-1992 and previoushidherious other positions there from
1975.

Brown-Forman Corporation is a diversified produaed marketer of fine quality consumer productsiuiging Jack Daniel's, Canadian Mist,
Southern Comfort, Fetzer and Bolla Wines, Korbdif@aia Champagnes, Lenox, Dansk, and Gorham vednle and giftware, and Hartmann
Luggage.
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